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OUR LAVENDER | FROMTHE EDITOR 


Sugar, Spice, and Everything Nice 


BY RANDY STERN 


This issue is full of sugar and spice. And, 
no, I am not talking about the drag twins from 
RuPaul’s Drag Race season 15 and TikTok. 

This is about Summer Treats and Sweets. 
These are the ultimate summer getaways of 
fantasy and delight. Sugar, spice, and every- 
thing nice – all served up for your indulgence. 

Because summer is about taking a vacation 
from your usual routine, please do not take this 
as a way to take a break from your diet, health- 
care, and everything that may stop you from 
indulging in the treats inside of this issue. Just 
let your eyes enjoy the sights and words that 
you will read in the pages to come. 

Let me interject here and give you an ob- 
servation. As much as we talk about being wel- 
comed at our favorite places to eat, sleep, shop, 
and browse, it is always desirable to do so at 
places that are LGBTQ+ owned and operated. 
Rather, businesses that have LGBTQ+ figures 
at key management positions that make crucial 
decisions about their operations. 

There is a guiding principle that I operate 
when I deal with various businesses, entrepre- 


neurs, and other hard-working people: When 
you talk the talk, you have to walk to the walk. 

If you're in business – big or small - and you 
want our patronage, please show us that you 
have an active and positive strategy towards 
ensuring your LGBTQ+ employees and clients 
are integral to your business strategy. 

When you say that you welcome us to your 
business, do so without having to change your 
social media icon. Welcome us into your retail 
space and ensure that we are as good a cus- 
tomer as everyone else that patronizes you. 


Not just in June or October, but all year round. 

With that said, let me offer you some moc- 
casins. Now, start walking. 

After your walk, take a break and indulge 
in some of the treats and sweets we have in- 
side this issue. A trip to the grocery store may 
entice you to pick up some waffles made with 
sweet or savory accompaniments. How about 
some chocolate that is too good to pass up? 
Maybe, a trip to Fergus Falls should be in or- 
der for some indulgent confections. 

Now that you indulged your sweet tooth, 
take in the Minnesota Fringe Festival – 
its 30th Anniversary! You may discover some- 
thing you have never seen before on any of 
their stages. 

Still hungry? Check out Carla Waldemar's 
latest “Eat The Menu” column to find out 
where she had dinner a few nights ago. 

In this issue, your sweet tooth is about to 
be rewarded. Have a sweet treat and cool down 
while reading this issue of Lavender Magazine. 
You can thank us later. li 
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OUR LAVENDER | A WORD IN EDGEWISE 


Kids Just Wanna Play - Will We Let Them? 


I grew up on a 97-acre campus of the school 
of which my father was superintendent and had 
access to playgrounds and a gym where I spent 
hours running, dribbling and shooting baskets. 
A deceptively unfettered, free-ranging childhood. 

At school, I found the reality of “girls’ bas- 
ketball” was a shrunken half-court, “zoned” into 
strips each player allowed just two steps and two 
dribbles then a mandatory pass; a hideous and 
boring waste of time neither real (i.e. Boys’) bas- 
ketball, nor my solo, harum-scarum shooting-at- 
will. 

Title IX was some two decades away, but its 
passing in 1972 proved a massive sea-change 
for girls’ and women’s athletics. I was nearly a 
decade out of college, but I worked on the Uni- 
versity Gazette, so Title IX's impact was obvious. 
Down on the Charles River, Radcliffe women’s 
rowing teams had long been shorted on equip- 
ment, allocated shorter racing distances, and 
generally deemed inferior to Harvard males. 
One year post Title IX's access to better train- 
ing and equipment, the women’s team was off 
to Moscow, invited to compete in the 1973 Euro- 
pean Championships. 

Sea-changes kept rolling in. “Transgender” 
wasn’t coined until the 1960s, so no fraught din- 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


ner-table discussions on that topic had disturbed 
my generation in elementary or high school. Of 
course, anyone “different” would be tormented, 
but “Trans” wasn’t yet available for haters to ex- 
ploit. 

This is only one of the many topics ad- 
dressed in sports journalist Kate Barnes’s new 
book, Fair Play: How Sports Shape the Gender 
Debates. There’s no question that even under 
the umbrella of Title IX women’s sports require 
protection and, with the addition of transmen and 
transwomen athletes, regulations of who can en- 
ter what and what protocols should be in place, 
but Barnes’s research and coverage shows that 
there is considerable and growing conflict con- 
cerning what rules and who will make them. 

Consider, for example, two non-transgender 
elite athletes: Super swimmer Michael Phelps 
and South African runner Caster Semenya. In 
2009, the latter, at eighteen, turned in an 800- 
m winning time of 1;55.46-fastest of the year. 
No kudos; the muscular, Black young woman 
was challenged, taken off for testing. Assigned 
female at birth, Semenya always identified as a 
woman, and her testosterone levels, however 
they registered, were natural to her body. No 
matter; she was forced to undergo testosterone 


suppression before to continuing to compete. 

As to lionized swimming phenomenon Mi- 
chael Phelps, his fingertip-to-fingertip “wing- 
span" of 201cm was greater than his height; 
his ankles could bend 15 degrees farther than 
the average, enabling his size-14 feet to propel 
maximally, and his body produced half the nor- 
mal amount of lactic acid, a fatigue-inducing sub- 
stance. All combined to fuel his fantastic breast- 
stroke superiority. "Why," asked Washington Post 
columnist Monica Hesse quoted in Fair Play, 
“was Michael Phelps a Marvel, and Caster Seme- 
nya a Mutant?" 

Well and good if you entered a terrific horse 
in the 1973 Belmont Stakes, but Secretariat won 
by 31 lengths and two minutes, 24 seconds, re- 
cords still unbroken for a mile-and-a-half on dirt. 
Sports themselves aren't always fair, so it be- 
hooves the human element to raise that factor, 
not place barriers in the paths of varied young 
athletes. Fair Play is a good read and a start on 
getting a handle on the broad athletic world that 
is becoming more strictured, politicized, and 
monetized than is healthy for the athletes, of 
whatever age or skill. Ш 
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OUR LAVENDER | A DAY IN THE LIFE 


Darren Terpstra 


BY LINDA RAINES 


Where did you grow up? 

I grew up in central Minnesota in a small 
rural farming community. We raised hogs. Do 
you know what it was like getting on the school 
bus in the morning when the wind was from the 
wrong direction? Ugh - childhood nightmare! lol 

Where do you live? 

Although I've lived in several places, I call 
Minneapolis home as I've been here for almost 
30 years now. 

Who do you live with? 

Iwasina relationship for almost 15 years, but 
now, it's just me and my racing thoughts! 

What is your occupation? 

I work as an art director/exhibit designer 
for a large university in town, and for additional 
income and creative freedom, I do fine art on 
the side. If you want to check it out, you can see 
some work at www.darrenterpstra.com 

When did you come out? 

In my mind...probably at about 5 years old. 
In real life, I think I finally started the process by 
telling a lesbian friend my senior year of college. 
As much as Га like to think it wasn't that long 
ago, turns out its been a couple of decades now. 

How'd that go? 

Hummm...it’s probably as different as it is 
the same as so many. My lesbian pal had recent- 
ly come out herself. We were both in leadership 
for the college group "Christians in Action." So, 
as you could imagine, there were a lot of voices 
that can make the whole process confusing and 
shaming. However, most of the people back then 
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were actually very supportive. Not to mention I 
was involved in the theater department as well, 
and of course the artists and bohemians, as it 
were, had open arms with full support! 

When do you wake up? 

I suppose it's around 7 to 7:30. Although I 
don't set an alarm and play wake-up roulette. lol 

Phone alarm or old school alarm? 

If it's really important, I use my phone. (I only 
recently disposed of my old school alarm!) 


What's the first thing you do in the morning? 
Typically, make breakfast. When we grew 
up on the farm, if you didn’t eat a good break- 
fast, you’d want to start eating your own limbs 
because you got so hungry while doing chores. 
I guess that habit stuck, at least it’s a good habit. 

Breakfast? 

See above.... 

Coffee? 

No! I know that sounds strange to most these 
days, but I’m overly sensitive to caffeine. I start 
feeling like I need an EKG if I have it. : ( 

Cream or no? 

When I occasionally have decaf...then I do 
cream, sugar, all the stuff! 

How do you spend your commute? 

Sometimes in my pajamas, on days I work 
from home of course, otherwise I like the KS95 
Morning show. Those folks are so funny! 

What do you nerd out for (gaming, mu- 
sic, history, etc.)? 

Good design, theme parks and art. And with 


most of that, it’s the behind-the-scenes glimpse 
at how things are made, created and conceived. 

What music have you been digging lately? 

Just saw Betty Who at First Avenue, super 
fun. Harry Styles, and to be completely honest, 
Гуе been really amazed at how Taylor Swift has 
grown and matured in her song writing depth 
and singing. So, does that mean I’m a Swiftie? 
(Shoulder shrug emoji). 

Is your workspace tidy or a hot mess? 

It goes through cycles. When I’m busy creat- 
ing, it’s a mess. I need to see everything laying 
out so when I want or need it, it’s at an arm’s 
reach. I’m very visually motivated that way. How- 
ever, I hate clutter. So, after a project wraps, I 
usually spend time cleaning and organizing. My 
home though...is neat! 

What’s been your favorite job? 

Well, I loved working for Disney World. Al- 
most every winter I revisit why I ever left! How- 
ever, my current position has provided longevity, 
stability, and a great deal of creative freedom. 

Favorite weeknight meal? 

Go out, take out, or cook in? Geez, I cook in 
a lot. Maybe when I make a curry? Love the fla- 
vors. Really, I just love food...I eat anything. 

On a usual weeknight, you are doing 
what? 

Either working on art, or relaxing with 
friends/Netflix. 

Bedtime? 

Early, I seem to burn through a lot of energy 
during the day, and I hate to be tired. So, 9:30 
or 10. 

Favorite weekend activity? 

Honestly, I have some great friends and fam- 
ily, so when we hang out it's usually a fun time, 
whether it's some big adventure or just chilling 
in the backyard. 

What are you most proud of, and why? 

Surviving childhood! Beyond that, I suppose 
living overseas, and getting up enough gumption 
to believe in myself and my artistic pursuits. In- 
cluding trusting my own voice and creating my 
own art. It’s been very grounding and freeing. 
I also better understand my worth as a result. 
Some people never hear that they have value 
from others, or are able to see it in themselves, 
and it breaks my heart. It's so important to learn 
to love yourself...and trust your abilities. 

Words of wisdom to share: 

I have come to accept the idea that there 
was never any promise that life would be fair. 
While life can be very wonderful, it can also be 
very random. Bad things can happen to good 
people and visa versa. So instead of channeling 
any more anger, disappointment or frustration 
toward things I can't change, I needed to start 
channeling my energy toward a solution. This 
helped me begin to find more joy and more hap- 
piness on my journey. And, when those difficult 
times come, don't be afraid to reach out to your 
community and ask for help! Hopefully you'll be 
able to maintain an upbeat outlook as you jour- 
ney forward and make the most of this messy 
thing called life. Travel well, friends. E 
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OUR | EAT THE MENU 


Open House 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


Restaurateur David Fhima has been opening restau- 
rants in the Twin Cities for almost as long as I’ve been 
writing about them. Yet the geography around which 
his cooking has focused always remains constant: the 
traditional dishes of Mediterranean kitchens, from 
Spain to Morocco and more. So it’s no big leap to wel- 
come Maison Margaux, which salutes the classic bras- 
serie fare of France. 


To quote that country’s national anthem, La Marseillaise, “Le jour de 
gloire est arrive"—which translates as, “Glory, halleluia....and it’s about 
time!" 

The fortuitous choice of location was a no-brainer: the foodie-centric 
North Loop of Minneapolis—specifically, the historic building of 1884 
that most recently housed Ribnick Furs. Gone are the vaults that held 
precious pelts of mink and sable, replaced by walk-ins harboring halibut 
and racks of lamb. 

Two street-level rooms and a brilliant bar set the scene in a vague trib- 
ute to the days and ways of a fabled Parisian nightclub. One is dressed in 
bright, bright (dare we say Cote d'Azure?) blue, from “marble” tabletops 
and comfy upholstered chairs to the servers’ shiny vests and ties, which 
almost require sunglasses to admire. A second room stars chairs uphol- 
stered in tones of café au lait against blond brick walls. Sunny, upbeat 


12 LAVENDER JULY 13-26, 2023 


орин SAIN AQ SOJOUd Әшпов әјојоооцо Dun} рәлоәѕ uii epoJedid uoiuo рио ошо) 


and inviting: That's the message. Toiling in the open kitchen, you'll spot 
Chef David himself, coiffed in bandana headgear. His son, Eli, attired 
more nattily, patrols the dining rooms with panache. And let me add 
right here that there's no Muzak, so conversation with your companion 
is actually a possibility. 

The menu is divided neatly down the middle—apps on one side ($9- 
29) and mains ($26-65) on the other. As promised, they don’t reinvent the 
culinary wheel; they salute the classics. Among the starters, for instance: 
onion soup, salade Nicoise, scallops St. Jacques, moules frites, and frog 
legs Provencale. But, before you attempt to finalize your choice, a bas- 
ket of soft bread rolls arrives, gratis—a welcome gesture that's almost 
obsolete these days. 

From the list of apps, sized for sharing, we chose a tomato and on- 
ion piperade abetted with seared tuna. Arriving on a wooden board, its 
sourdough bread base supported a lovely, sweet tangle of marinated to- 
matoes, onions and red peppers, spliced with generous squares of ruddy, 
just-barely-warm tuna mere seconds away from raw, and satin-smooth. 
Simple and successful. 

As a second starter, my eyes went right to a combo I'd never seen 
before—a souffle composed of pureed cauliflower melded with gruyere 
and chevre cheeses. It's sturdier than most souffles because it's been 
concocted in advance and waiting to be reheated, which means it's on 
your table ASAP, sans tedious oven time. The vegetable's prominent fla- 
vor is balanced by the equally-pungent scents of the chosen cheeses. Off 
to a tasty start! 

Next time: the bacon and brie. The pancake-like clafouti. And the frog 
legs. (I grew up eating them as a kid in local supper clubs—long gone, 
both the clubs and that menu item.) I could, and will, make an entire 
meal out of the kitchen's classic, and classy, appetizers. 


But for now, on to the mains. You can't come up with more tra- 
ditional brasserie fare than short ribs Bourguignon. The meaty, melty 
beef cuts proved tender and full-flavored, helped out by sweet onions and 
carrots joined by a meaty mushroom, along with a close-to-raw potato. 
They're all dabbled in a wine-rich gravy, which also laps lasciviously onto 
the banks of mashed potatoes. Nothing lacking here! 

We next chose the roast chicken, primarily because it comes paired 
with ratatouille, one of my all-time faves. The petite bird delivered juicy 
flesh under its crispy skin, while the winning combo of tomatoes, onions, 
squash, and eggplant made sweet companions, abetted by a mushroom 
velouté (nice addition) and an occasional welcome burst of peppercorns' 
pizazz. 

Ill be back for the halibut; the bouillabaisse; the bone marrow and 
duck confit combo that looked appealing on an adjoining table. And, of 
course, dessert. Because, for once in my life, I didn't save room. The list 
($10-14) ranges from a chocolate souffle (which ГИ choose) to pear tart; 
from coconut pie to créme brulee. The café's French-focused wine list 
includes 35 BTG choices. 

A below-street speakeasy and an open-air patio will open later in sum- 
mer, further livening the North Loop. E 


Maison Margaux 

224 North 1st St. 

Minneapolis 

[612] 900-1800 
www.MaisonmargauxMpls.com 
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WOOD FIRE PIZZA 


96 BROADWAY ST. NE 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55413 


Bring this ad in and receive 10% off your order. 


Open Tiesas. - Sun 12-8pm 
Walk up service 
Online ordering 

lalahomemadeicecream.com 
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Experienced wedding dessert catering 
meeting your vision for the special day 
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Sizzling Dea 
All Summer Long 
at Seward Co-op © 


View all sale items at 
seward.coop/specials 


2823 E. Franklin Ave., MPLS 
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Minnesota Fringe Festival 
Celebrates 50 Years 


BY BUER CARLIE 


“Theater is where we can find common ground,” says Minnesota Fringe Festival Executive Direc- 
tor Dawn Bentley. As Bentley reflects on the upcoming 2023 season - which marks the 30th year of 
the Minnesota Fringe Festival — she says that this sentiment rings truer than ever. This year artists are 
grounded in reality even at their most imaginative, exploring real life subjects that are certain to inspire 
post-show dialogues. “I’m happy to see producers putting things on the stage that allow people to have 
conversations around sensitive issues,” says Bentley, “There seems to be a good amount of ‘based on 
a true story’ shows being created for this year's festival...In these tumultuous and divided times real 
life can be stranger than fiction.” 

For the uninitiated, the Minnesota Fringe Festival is ten full days of innovative performance art. 
There is truly something for everyone - from adaptations of beloved public domain stories to one- 
person shows, musicals, drag, dance...the list goes on. And the themes vary just as widely as the genre 
of performance art. 

The Fringe Festival is scattered across several favorite theater venues in Minneapolis. Each pro- 
duction has a handful of performances to choose from, but - fair warning - as the festival progresses 
and some performances emerge as fan favorites it can become difficult to get tickets. 

If this will be your first Fringe Festival, it is worth doing a deep dive on the box office portion of the 
Fringe website before buying tickets because there are several different ways to go about that process. 
Everyone is required to make a one-time $5 purchase of a festival button, but after that you can choose 
from individual tickets or a couple different passes. Tickets to specific performances can be reserved 
in advance or purchased onsite starting 30 minutes before showtime. 

Personally, I think the atmosphere of Fringe is addicting, so I recommend getting the largest pass 
you can afford and fit as much theater-going into the ten day festival run as you can. But other Fringe 
fanatics swear by being selective with your shows, so find your own Fringe style and stick with it. An- 
other important note for newbies: the Fringe Festival is strict about on-time seating. If you are late to a 
show, you will be denied admission. 

The Minnesota Fringe Festival has come а long way since 2020. “The 2020 global pandemic forced 
Minnesota Fringe to cancel multiple events and pivot programming to digital presentations," Bentley 
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explains, “The first-ever Virtual Festival engaged patrons with 75 theater 
companies on a variety of platforms.” 

“Fringe hosted the 2021 Hybrid Festival, presenting a combination of 
live, in-person and recorded shows featuring 116 shows with 260 perfor- 
mances, attracting 15,685 website users,” says Bentley. This was no small 
task. “Minnesota Fringe overhauled its website to accommodate advanced 
ticketing options and a centralized platform for streaming live and recorded 
shows, allowing for a streamlined patron experience.” 

Although the Fringe is in many ways back to normal, Bentley says they 
have carefully reconsidered how to safely bring the festival to Minnesotans. 
"[This year] will be our second year back in the theaters since the pandemic 
began. There are no audience obligations for proof of vaccination or mask 
wearing at Fringe managed venues in the Cedar-Riverside neighborhood.” 
That said, some venues might be operating under other rules. Bentley con- 
tinues: “We advise reviewing venue pages prior to attending one of the 15 
Independently Produced shows in the Festival to see if there are specific re- 
quirements at those locations. Our staff is 100% vaccinated and we will have 
masks available for patrons who wish to use them at theater box offices." 

The environment of the Fringe Festival encourages niche storytelling. 
"The mission of Minnesota Fringe is to connect adventurous artists with 
adventurous audiences by creating open, supportive forums for free and 
diverse artistic expression," says Bentley. "We throw theater doors wide 
open for performers and patrons alike, cultivating a rich performing arts 
community in the process. Furthermore, we seek out and maintain strong 
relationships with complementary organizations - making our place as a 
bridge-builder in the larger arts community." 

When I ask Bentley about the queer representation that at the Fringe 
this year, she is careful to explain the process behind show selection. *Min- 
nesota Fringe Festival participants are selected by random lottery, but his- 
torically have had many shows featuring LGBTQ artists and themes," she 
says, “19% of shows in this year's festival highlight LGBTQ content and 41% 
of shows feature LGBTQ Cast and Crew Members." 

Of course, LGBTQ+ representation is important to Fringe. “Other pro- 


grams have been curated to specifically highlight the LGBTQ community," 
Bentley explains, “In 2019, Fringe presented Women's March - [a] curated 
lineup of women-generated, woman-centric work exploring today’s America 
and world - and included Chasing Blue, a previous feature at Chicago's Step- 
penwolf, and the NYC Trans Theatre Festival." 

There are plenty of LGBTQ- shows at the Fringe this year. We do not 
have the space to highlight them all, but a few that we are especially looking 
forward to are the following, described by their creators. 

Old Habits: A Dragtastrophe: A goofy, fast-paced, quintessentially Min- 
nesotan drag action comedy. 

The Resilient Child: Four local storytellers and three children use per- 
sonal narrative, rhyme, and song to recount surviving childhood to come 
out strong, brave, and resilient. 

#CHAMPION: Part comedy, part drama, this piece features two disabled 
performers alongside a puppet and deals squarely with the often hilarious 
nature and improbability of queer disabled survival. 

4 Bisexuals and 2 Guys Named John Kill Dracula: An irreverent, queer- 
centric adaptation of the horror classic set in contemporary Minneapolis. 

How to Survive Conversion Therapy AI: A survival guide for hacking your 
AI conversion therapist – and how to reprogram them into becoming your 
newest gay best friend! 

You will want to talk about everything that you see at the Fringe this 
year, so make sure that you find your way to The Red Sea, which is this 
year's "Fringe Central". Starting at 11 PM every night this is the spot for 
cuisine, cabaret, comedy, karaoke, and camaraderie. 

Tickets are already on sale and can be found at the website linked below. 
See you at the Fringe! ll 


Minnesota Fringe Festival 
Thursday, August 3 - Sunday, August 13 
www.minnesotafringe.org 
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www.ParkTavern.net 
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Custom Framing and Local Art 


2022A Ford Parkway 
St. Paul, MN 55116 
651-698-3372 


WWW.FRAMEWORKS-GALLERY.COM 
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A Poolside Theater Experience 


BY BUER CARLIE 


Walking Shadow Theatre is beloved in the Twin 
Cities - and for good reason. This small the- 
ater company is both playful and pensive, which 
nearly always results in intimate, experimental 
performances that leave audiences with thought- 
provoking material and unique performances to 
digest. 


Walking Shadow’s recent production of Red Speedo is no exception. 
This play, which follows a ditzy swimmer on the eve of his Olympic trial 
is literally performed poolside at Hamline University. The venue makes 
for an interesting immersive experience - if not also a slightly muggy 
one. 

Red Speedo, written by award-winning playwright Lucas Hnath and 
directed by Natalie Novacek, is a glimpse at the life of Ray (Logan Lang), 
a swimmer who is on the cusp of qualifying for the Olympics when he is 
nearly busted for steroid use by his coach (John Winston Stephens). The 
next twenty-four hours are a series of dramatic ups and downs with an 
undercurrent of incessant arguing and backstabbing between Ray and 
his brother Peter (Paul LaNave). Ray tries not to let his last chance to 
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“be somebody” slip through his fingers and impulsively tries to win back 
the love of his life, Lydia (Amanda Forstrom). This hour and a half long 
show is a philosophical smorgasbord, offering up questions that range 
from the ridiculous to the profound - and that are sometimes, somehow 
both. 
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(Left to Right) John Winston Stephens, Paul LaNave, 


Logan Lang. 


Do performance enhancing drugs level the playing field for those 
who are not born with biological advantages? Is a victory fueled by the 
placebo effect a real victory? Is it "fair" for one person lose a job and a 
professional license if they made someone else lose their job and their 
professional license first? Is a good deed still good if you personally prof- 
it off it? Are rich people better than poor people? Does the analysis of 
that question change when the person struggling with the issue grew up 
poor and is desperate for their kids to be happier than they were? 

If this sounds like a lot to take in while your tailbone grinds against 
the cool stainless steel of standard issue bleachers and the astringent, 
chlorinated humidity of an indoor pool slowly suffocates you, you are not 
wrong. More than once the thought flitted across my mind: is this worth 
it? Does the atmosphere of an actual pool accentuate what is happening 
on the stage? 


Ultimately, I would argue yes. 

The buzzers, the timer running up and down in the background, the 
way we always knew exactly where a character was headed based off 
which door they exited through, the shimmer of the pool glancing off 
of Ray and Lydia as they reminisced in hushed undertones. Even the 
parts of the immersion that I did not like: namely the uncomfortable 
seat (slightly mitigated by the cushioned bleacher seats Walking Shad- 
ow provided for attendees) and the stifling humidity ultimately added 
to the stress of the story in a way that helped rather than hindered the 
storytelling. 

Performances were great across the board. Lang embodied a ditzi- 
ness and a warmth that made Ray both eyeroll worthy and lovable and 
he rocked that titular Red Speedo through tantrums and fight scenes 
from the very first moment of the play to the very last. 

Special kudos also to LaNave, whose fast-talking character made 
LaNave responsible for at least half of the total lines, and to Stephens 
for capturing the vast emotional range of the coach character. Forstrom 
did as much as she possibly could in a piece that dramatically fails the 
Bechdel test. 

Unfortunately, by the time you, dear reader, see this in print, Walking 
Shadow Theatre's run of Red Speedo will be over. Hopefully you made it 
to the production without Lavender's direct recommendation, but if not, 
I would recommend checking their website, linked below, for other up- 
coming projects. As mentioned previously this theater company consis- 
tently puts on thought provoking pieces in unique venues and it is always 
better to be among the first theater goers to experience these little gems 
than the last. li 


Walking Shadow Theatre Co 
www.walkingshadow.org 


612-326-1716 
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Meet Jeney Christensen, 
Empress of Joy, and founder of 


Peney Cakes! 


BY SUSAN SWAVELY 


If you’re looking for the sweetest treat of the summer, look no fur- 
— ther than Fergus Falls, Minnesota’s own Peney Cakes! Peney Cakes is 
a local cupcakery with the most delicious, unique, and wacky flavors, 

all run by queer entrepreneur, Jeney Christensen (she/her). 


Christensen opened Peney Cakes with the dream of delivering sweetness to her community. She says, 
“Т quickly discovered that feeding people was a kind of love language of mine... I love being able to create 
wild flavor combinations and decorate elaborate designs on tiny little individual cakes." Her dream to own 
her own cupcakery stems from a childhood of happy memories baking with her mother in her childhood 
kitchen. Christensen says, “I used to help my mom bake cookies and cakes for holidays every year and 
once I moved out on my own, it became a sort of comfort hobby... My mom passed away suddenly in 2019, 
and I like to think she's still in the kitchen with me scolding me for eating the chocolate chips before I can 
put them in the batter." Christensen's love for her craft can be felt all in the atmosphere of Peney Cakes, and 
baked into the cupcakes themselves. From a childhood of baking, to picking up the craft as a side hustle, 
all the way to a full time job, Christensen has definitely seen it all when it comes to running a cupcakery. 
She is grateful for her journey, and says, "It's certainly something I still can't quite believe I am privileged 
enough to live my literal dream." 


Continued on page 20 


LAVENDERMAGAZINECOM 19 


Lifetime 
No Crack 


Guarantee. 


HAGE 


CONCRETE WORKS 


SINCE 1930 
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Self-Regulating Heat Cable 
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When you get a cupcake from Peney Cakes, you can expect anything 
but the ordinary. Christensen says that, while she will make classic cup- 
cakes like chocolate or vanilla for custom orders, she much prefers to 
live on the wild side and create complex yet delectable flavors. She says, 
“I pride myself on not doing “boring cupcakes"... If you are coming up 
to the Cupcake Trailer, you're more likely to find a chocolate chip cup- 
cake full of marshmallow and topped with peanut butter icing along with 
caramel, popcorn, pretzels, potato chips, chocolate candies, and peanut 
butter cups." She continues, "Life is far too short for a boring cupcake." 
Some fan favorites are her Tiramisu and German Chocolate cupcakes, 
as well as her Strawberry Lemonade cupcakes. Christensen says, *Re- 
cently I did a twist on Bananas Foster for a pairing collaboration with 
Fergus Brewing and I know that one sold out in record time. I am always 
looking for a way to take unique flavor combinations and classic des- 
serts and turn them into cupcakes!" 

At Peney Cakes, you'll never be disappointed with your options, and 
you'll certainly never be bored. Christensen considers each cupcake a 
work of art; she says, "It's my favorite artform and an excellent way to 
work my creative muscles." And don't worry if you're gluten or dairy 
free! Christensen has taken dietary restrictions into consideration too. 
She explains, "I can make any of my cupcakes gluten free, and most of 
them can be made dairy free as well. I have been told my gluten free 
Red Velvet is better than my classic, and I know customers rave over 
the dairy free Cafe Mocha and Cookies & Cream!" 

Aside from making scrumptious cupcakes, Peney Cakes also prides 
itself on being a safe and inviting space for all, specifically LGBTQ+ 
people, BIPOC and disabled people. Christensen says, “As the political 
climate in our nation continues to intensify and hateful rhetoric against 
LGBTQ+, BIPOC, disabled, and a myriad other marginalized communi- 
ties continues to grow more and more violent, I think it is of the utmost 
importance for those of us who hold power in our communities as busi- 
ness owners to let those groups know we are safe, inclusive spaces." Of 
course, being a queer-owned and woman-owned business, Peney Cakes 
innately offers an environment of care and inclusivity, but Christensen 
also makes an active effort to assure all feel welcome at her cupcakery. 
She shares a story about deciding to come out, in an effort to help make 
queer youth feel more seen and loved: 

“I struggled for a long time trying to decide if I should publicly come 
out [as bisexual/pansexual] or not. I am in a stable, het-presenting rela- 
tionship with two children and have lived the majority of my life with the 
privilege and protection of being assumed as straight. What right did I 
have to proclaim my queerness while I could still *hide" behind my mar- 
riage? But once I got involved with SAGA Youth as well as the LGTBQ+ 
members of my community, I came to see my story and identity is im- 
portant regardless of how I got there. I was reminded of this recently 
when a friend told me her child came out to her as bisexual. She men- 
tioned to them that, ‘Jeney, who you just bought brownies from? She's 
bisexual too! Their reply? ‘Really?! That makes them so much better!” 
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Christensen shows us that it is never too 
late to live your truth and find community 
with those around you. And she’s absolutely 
right—it makes everything better to feel like 
you're not alone in the things you're going 
through. 

Growing a business hasn't been all rain- 
bows and butterflies and...well, cupcakes, 
though. Christensen jokes, "I threaten to 
shut everything down and go work as a baris- 
ta somewhere at least once a week... Being 
an entrepreneur—especially a queer and fe- 
male one—is hard AF. I was told how to run 
my business by people who really didn't un- 
derstand my vision." But Christensen perse- 
veres, and we are so lucky that she does. She 
adds that even with all the difficulty of run- 
ning her own business, "I can say, unequivo- 
cally, it is absolutely worth it." 

When things get tough, Christensen can 
lean on the incredibly strong foundation of 
care, love, community, and tasty cupcakes 
that she's built with Peney Cakes. She re- 
members her roots and the reason she start- 
ed baking in the first place. She says, “Grow- 
ing up, my nickname was Jeney-Penny—both 
my mother and my grandfather coined it. 
I decided to use it as my business name to 
honor their memories as well as to remem- 
ber where I started: in a tiny little kitchen in 
the Southern Suburbs of Chicago helping my 
mom roll thumbprint cookies in walnuts." At 
the end of the day, it always comes back to 
doing what you love and loving what you do. 
Christensen says, when asked what made 
her want to open up a cupcakery in the first 
place, “cupcakes are just so much fun!” We 
agree—there's nothing as fun as a Peney 
Cakes cupcake. 

If you want to visit Jeney and get your 
hands on a delicious and unique cupcake, vis- 
it Peney Cakes—her address and hours are 
below. And don't forget to follow her on so- 
cial media, so you never miss an awesomely 
sweet update! ll 


Peney's Cakes 

116 S. Union Ave., Fergus Falls, MN 

Hours: Monday through Friday, 8:00 A.M. - 3:00 PM. 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/peney.cakes 
Instagram: (@репеу.сакеѕ 

TikTok: (dpeneycakes 
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Dancing Bear Chocolates’ 
History 

When Joe and Steven started the shop, they 
operated mainly through wholesale, pop-up, 
and online events, as they both held full-time 
positions elsewhere. But barely a year into the 
business, they decided to explore a leased retail 
location to expand. 

On New Year’s Day in 2019, Joe received an 
email about a 1930s-era building in the Victory 
Neighborhood of Minneapolis, barely 5 blocks 
away from their current home. The timing and 
location couldn’t have been better. 

In April of that year, they purchased their 
current location at 4367 Thomas Avenue North, 
rezoned the property, and remodeled it into a 
brand-new kitchen and retail store. Business ran 
smoothly until 2020, when COVID hit. 


How the Store Weathered the 

Pandemic 
“Pre-COVID, our business plan was to oper- 
ate a retail store one weekend per month, and to 
grow our wholesale and catering business,” says 
Joe. “We also planned to sell gelato through a 
walkup service window that was installed during 

the remodel.” 

It turns out that walkup window was what 
saved the business during 2020. Joe and Steven 
received their occupancy permit in April 2020, 


D 4 
right at the start of the lockdown, so in-store ac- 
cess was limited. 
“On opening day, Friday, May 8, 2020, our 
customers lined up around the building and 
purchased everything we had,” says Joe. “We 


e e e closed early that day so we could produce more 
Brings Joy to Minneapolis ^: 

Saturday May 9th, customers once again 

completely swept through their inventory, de- 

BY AURORA SMITH vouring (literally) every product they had. “We 

were unable to open on Mother's Day [that 


If you've been anywhere near Thomas Avenue North, you might x 2. T 2. says 
А FA “ ithin just a few weeks of the opening, Joe 
have spotted a cute little corner shop advertising “Chocolate, Ge- па Steven realized how successful their busi 


lato, Pastry & Smiles.” This is the home of Dancing Bear Choco- ness was turning out to be. So instead of only 
lates, an artisan-crafted sweets shop you won’t want to miss. 


About the Founders 

This delightful shop was founded by partners Steven Howard and Joe Skiffer in 2017, who 
still run the shop today. They fully launched the company in January 2018. 

Steven got his start in Minneapolis in 1979, working in various kitchens and restaurants 
including 510 Groveland, Pam Sherman’s, Le Quatre Amis, and more. In 1985 he landed a 
position with D’Amico Partners as an Executive Pastry Chef where he worked for almost a 
decade. 

He then spent the next few years honing his craft for RSVP Cruise Line as their Execu- 
tive Chef, not to mention working with a chocolate company on Nantucket. He spent some 
time in Oklahoma where he opened Kokoa Chocolatier before returning to Minneapolis, 
which he always considered home, in 2011. 

In 2015 Steven was named Executive Chef of Open Arms, a nonprofit providing 
meals for those living with life threatening illness, and he considers this position 
one of his greatest honors. 

Joe has an extensive background in retail, sales, and nonprofit manage- 
ment, working with names like Caribou Coffee, Dunn Bros, PPL, and 
Open Book. 

Joe and Steven met in 2013 and were married three years later. To- 
gether, they make a formidable team. In 2017, they founded Dancing 
Bear Chocolates. 
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opening опе weekend рег month, they shifted to 4-5 days per week, and Joe left his full-time 
position to be fully invested in the store. 

For the first four months since opening in May 2020, they operated their business completely 
through the walkup window. Slowly, they were able to transition customers inside, though it had 
to be one at a time. 

Today, Steven and Joe operate their 100% retail business with the help of three part-time and 
seasonal employees. 


Dancing Bear Chocolates Now 

Dancing Bear Chocolates offers approximately 180 different types of rotating menu items. 
Some of the customer favorites are their key lime pie, fruit and savory hand-pies, crème brûlée, 
wheat-free almond cloud cookies, and handcrafted chocolate bars. 

They also offer more than a dozen flavors of gelato and ice cream, with raspberry and mango 
among the favorites, all handmade by the team. 

In addition to their delectable treats, giving back to the community and community engage- 
ment are a huge part of what they do and how they operate. 

“We operate a small Farmers Market on Sundays from 9am to 2pm,” says Joe. “We serve a hot 
breakfast burrito every Sunday from 8:30am to 11am." 

They also offer a pickup site for 30 members of the Brown Family Farm CSA crop shares from 
June through October, sponsor a Little League baseball team and the fields they play on, are a 
platinum 5096 sponsor for Dining Out for Life, and sponsor the Victory Spring Candy Grab and 
photos with the Easter Bunny. 

Additionally, they have a Twinkle Market in December, including photos with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus, plus an outdoor Artisan Holiday Market. Not to mention hosting the Red Cross Bloodmo- 
bile, plus fundraisers for various charities, local community programs, and events. 

Plus, they're proud to offer a Little Free Library with a focus on children's books and cook- 
books. To say they value their community's well being is an understatement. 

Though it's not to say everything is success, charity, and fun. “Like many small businesses, 
our daily challenge is getting our name out to people who enjoy the types of products we offer," 
says Joe. “Love it or hate it, social media and search engines are where we see the best results for 
our modest advertising budget." 


Visit Dancing Bear Chocolates Today 

“Our business tagline is ‘Chocolate, Gelato, Pastry & Smiles.’ It's on our front windows and 
on the back of our T-shirts, it's the core of what Dancing Bear Chocolates is,” says Joe. “We are a 
unique business located in a wonderful neighborhood, come see us!" 

What are you waiting for? Stop by Dancing Bear Chocolates at 4367 Thomas Avenue North 
and pick yourself up a delightful treat today! ll 
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Welcome to the 
Wafflelution 


Heart-Shaped for a Reason 


BY LINDEN M. BAYLISS 


When we think of traditional breakfast foods in the United 
States, we think of eggs, bacon, pancakes, hashbrowns and, of 
course, the beloved square-filled treat, the waffle. 


But have you ever had a Nordic Waffle? 

“It’s thinner, softer, and more like a crepe,” says Stine Aasland, Norway native and founder of the 
Minnesotan company Nordic Waffles. You may have seen them at the State Fair, or in your local gro- 
cery store freezer section here in the Twin Cities. “It’s also heart-shaped because it’s got some secret 
ingredients that I love,” Aasland laughs. If I had to bear a guess, I would say one of these might just 
be love itself. 

In her home country, waffles are more than just something to fill your belly, they are a part of a 
culture. This culture is knows as “hygge” to Norwegians, and is a culture of coziness, of slowing down, 
of enjoying the moment and the company of family and friends. It’s a fluffy blanket in front of the fire 
with a few laughs, or the taste of a waffle spiced perfectly with cardamom. 

The Nordic Waffle looks a bit like a sandwich, with the heart-shaped waffle folded in half and filled 
with toppings like turkey and bacon, smoked salmon and cream cheese, berries and cream, or even 
marshmallow and chocolate. 


Continued on page 26 
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OUR SCENE | SUMMER TREATS & SWEETS 


Nordic Waffles was founded in 2016, after Aasland decided to pack up 
her two suitcases, sell her waffle-filled convenience stores, and bring her 
“Waffle Queen” status to the land where dreams come true. “I love my 
country, but it’s really small,” Aasland says; the sheer population difference 
between Norway and the United States made her decision to move an obvi- 
ous one. 

After she landed, it took her awhile to figure out where to put down 
roots, but when she finally found us here in Minnesota, she knew this was 
it. “When I came here, it was like a home away from home,” she remem- 
bers. “Midwestern people, they are actually different from other people 
that I met around the country, because they actually help." In no other state 
did she find the overwhelming feeling of support and love for her waffle 
dreams. Her “Wafflelution” now had a solid foundation. 

Aasland started building her brand and hitting the ground running at 
fairs and festivals; the first larger event Nordic Waffles was a part of was our 
very own Twin Cities Pride festival, in fact! She remembers it well, they had 
their first double tent, and felt even more love and support as they dished 
out the hygge. 

In 2017, Aasland began to build her key support team, and one huge 
part of that team is Nordic Waffles CEO, Jeremy Ely. Aasland says Ely is 
the grounding force to her dreamy entrepreneurial spirit. As she puts it, 
laughing, “I see the unicorn and he sees the fence." Ely is also an out and 
proud gay man. 

(Fun fact: Ely's husband Derik also eats, sleeps, and breathes waffles 
as Nordic Waffles’ “Marketing Architect," an awesome title that basically 
means he does a lot!) 

When Ely started, his job was to prepare their go-to-market strategy 
and get the freshly-made waffles into as many places as possible, constantly 
on the road. Not long after, however, he and Aasland got the call of a life- 
time during a trip to Chicago: Nordic Waffles was selected to be a part 
of the 2018 Minnesota State Fair. This was a dream come true, and really 
launched the business to new heights. They sold 42,000 waffles in just 12 
days their first year. In 2019 the team also opened a retail space in the Rose- 
dale Center food court. 

Fast forward to 2020, and some pivots were needed. 

“Tf there is one thing that I am so proud of, it is how in 2020 when the 
world shut down and we lost 8096 of our business overnight, that our team 
was back at the table in a closed, dark, shutdown mall at Rosedale, and we 
decided to not give up," Aasland says. "That's when we invented the frozen 
waffle.” 

Today, Nordic Waffles’ frozen waffle line is their bread and butter, and it 
has been wildly successful due to the team’s dedication to finding solutions. 
The delicious and comforting frozen waffles can be found in two-packs at 
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grocery store chains such as Hyvee, Lunds & Byerly’s, and Cub Foods, and 
also in single-serve form at local coffee shops and convenience stores (you 
can find these locations on their website). 

The frozen options for now include an egg, cheese, and bacon; egg, 
cheese, and sausage; and berries and cream waffle sandwich that can be 
heated up in the oven, microwave or air fryer. 

Nothing could be more hygge than a waffle from the comfort of your 
own home! 

So, it’s in the title, but just what is the “Wafflelution” all about, you ask? 

“We define it as re-defining how Americans experience waffles,” Ely 
says. This not only includes how they taste and how they make you feel, 
but also what the heart shape represents. Nordic Waffles’ commitment to 
values like diversity and inclusion extend to everyone they do business 
with. They aren’t afraid to stand up for what they believe in. 

“Love is just love, it’s not political,” Aasland states firmly, “If there is 
anybody ever that doesn’t support those values, then we don’t do business 
with them. It’s as simple as that.” 

Hallelujah! 

Aasland says her favorite Nordic Waffle is made with Norwegian sweet 
brown cheese and berry sauce, but that she also has a soft spot for the key 
lime pie waffle (word on the street is that the Queen of Norway may have 
also eaten a key lime pie Nordic Waffle when she visited in 2022 and left 
no crumbs behind...). Ely says his favorite is definitely the breakfast waffle 
with a drizzle of chipotle mayo for an extra kick. 

What's new this year? Well, they couldn't tell me much, but they hinted 
that they are constantly innovating, especially for the State Fair. Stay tuned 
for more deliciousness... 

In the meantime, they will continue to spread the love of the waffle, and 
bring the culture of hygge with them into everything they do. 


Nordic Waffles wants to say, 
“Thank you to the community for 
supporting us and for continuing 
to support us. We're really excited 
about the future, and we're really 
excited to be able to bring everyone 
along with us and be part of what 
we're building." 

Come support them at the Minnesota State Fair this year and pick up 
some waffles for an extra special treat next time you're at the store! 
Love is just love. Or maybe it's a waffle. Ш 


Nordic Waffles 
Instagram:(anordicwaffles 
www.nordicwaffles.com 
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Harvesting LGBTQ Storie 
from the Northern Plains 


“Breaking Barriers” 
Red River Rainbow Seniors Secure 
The Future By Recording the Past 


Physical barriers are often plainly obvious, 
and, just-as-often, physical barriers can only be 
defeated with physical force—a stout shoulder, 
a battering ram, or even a stick of dynamite. 
Some barriers, however, are more subtle and 
can only be defeated with subtle force. Accept- 
ing this challenge is a group that boosts not 
one, but two overlooked demographics: “The 
Red River Rainbow Seniors is an organization 
dedicated to providing advocacy, education, 
support, and fun for the 50+ LGBTQ+ commu- 
nity in the Red River Valley,” according to the 
organization’s website, the Red River being the 
wet and wiggly barrier that separates North 
Dakota from Minnesota...but in a nice, natural, 
nautical, and neighborly kind of way. 

Fairly recently, these advocates saw a spe- 
cific focus for their variegated purpose. As 
recounted by the organization’s website, “In 
November 2017, the Red River Rainbow Se- 
niors began an oral history project, ‘Breaking 
Barriers: Harvesting LGBTQ Stories from the 
Northern Plains,’ to gather the histories of 
older LGBTQ people and their allies in North 
Dakota and Northern Minnesota in their own 
words.” 


28 LAVENDER JULY 13-26, 2023 


BY TERRANCE GRIEP 


Of course, in order to break a barrier, said 
barrier must first be defined. “I think there are 
three barriers broken by the project,” supposes 
Larry Peterson, a North Dakota State Univer- 
sity history professor emeritus and the proj- 
ect’s coordinator. “Silence and invisibility are 
the first. Because of the power of the closet, 
the vast majority of cisgender white straight 
people who grew up in the 1930s through the 
1970s in the Northern Plains of North Dakota 
and northwestern Minnesota did not know that 
they knew any LGBTQ people personally.” 

This might have led to a tragic I’m-the-only- 
one-ism that’s as understandable as it is inac- 
curate. Peterson continues, “They probably 
thought of LGBTQ people as ‘those weird folks’ 
who lived in San Francisco or New York City. 
And many LGBTQ people of that era who grew 
up in small towns, could not name their iden- 
tity. They only knew that somehow they were 
“different.” 

That different-ness, as perceived and pro- 
cessed by others, can lead to a more sinister 
possibility. “Hate and fear are the second bar- 
rier,” the professor professes. “It’s easy to hate 
and fear ‘the others,’ those people whose lives 


are not like ours and whom we don’t know.” 

The final possibility is probably the most 
subtle of the subtleties. “Time and memory 
are the last barrier,” Peterson points out. 
“Without historical records of the lives of 
mostly ordinary LGBTQ people, most of whom 
grew up in small towns, their lives almost dis- 
appear from the historical record. There will 
be evidence of community leaders or victims 
of hate crimes, but the lived texture of people’s 
lives will not be there.” 

That broad people-texture is the key to 
Breaking Barrier’s barrier braking. “Probably 
the most common misunderstanding [we en- 
counter] is that we only want to interview LG- 
BTQ community leaders,” Peterson notes. “We 
emphasize that everybody’s life is important. 
Everyone’s life stories are part of the beautiful 
tapestry that makes up the many communities 
within the LGBTQ experience.” 

Thanks to Breaking Barriers, those experi- 
ences are brought to life via the parallel mira- 
cles of digital video and simple storytelling: in 
one video, a gay man recounts achieving ulti- 
mate happiness only after being nudged into a 
complicated, doomed heterosexual marriage; 


Continued on page 34 
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visibility to local LGBTQ-friendly 
non-profit organizations. 

To reserve your listing in 
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advertising@lavendermagazine. 
com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 


Foster Adopt Minnesota 


Finding families and providing information, 


education, and support to Minnesota 


Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 


2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 
St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@fosteradoptmn.org 
www.fosteradoptmn.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

2446 University Ave. W., Ste 112 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 

Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


ENVIRONMENT 

The Nature Conservancy 

TNC is an environmental nonprofit 
working to create a world where 
people and nature thrive. 

1101 W. River Pkwy., Ste. 200 
Minneapolis, MN 55415-1291 

(612) 331-0700 
minnesota@tnc.org 
www.nature.org/minnesota 


EVENT VENUES 

Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


GRANTMAKERS/FUNDERS 
PFund Foundation 

PFund is the LGBTQ+ community 
foundation that provides grants to 
students and grants to non-profits. 
PO Box 3640 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612-870-1806 
www.pfundfoundation.org 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive service. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55102 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

We're a sliding fee sexual health clinic and 
education center, now in Minneapolis. 
1919 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

(612) 473-0800 

www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 
Meeting the health needs of LGBTQ+ 
people and those living with HIV with 
holistic service. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
www.reddoorclinic.org 


LIBRARIES 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your ЕСВТО+ library and community 
center. Free membership, events, and 
e-books/audiobooks. Check us out! 
1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 

www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MORTGAGE 

Nonprofit Mortgage Company 
Purchase, refinance, and home equity 
loans. I'll help you with every step of the 
process. NMLS 2259195 1608823. An Equal 
Housing Opportunity 

Betsy Phillips @ 651-274-9367 
www.LoansbyBetsy.com 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Create your own adventure at MNHS 
historic sites and museums around 
Minnesota. 

mnhs.org 


Walker Art Center 

Showcasing the fresh, innovative art of 
today and tomorrow through exhibitions, 
performances, and film screenings. 

725 Vineland РІ. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
he nation’s largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota’s own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Guthrie Theater 

Open to the public year-round, 

he Guthrie produces classic and 
contemporary plays on three stages. 
818 $. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

heater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcomed. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

763) 422-1838 

info@lyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
heater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Designate Thomas 
Søndergård, the Minnesota Orchestra, 
one of America’s leading symphony 
orchestras. 

111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612) 371-5656, (800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
Leading performing arts center with two 
stages presenting Broadway musicals, 
concerts and educational programs that 
enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 224-4222 

info@ordway.org 

www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
1430 W. 28th St., Ste. B 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 339-5ОМС (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
An inclusive and affirming community 
transforming lives through God's love. 
519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 
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Friends & Co 

Fostering meaningful connections for 
older adults for 50+ years. Offering 
quick drop-in chat line, phone & visiting 
companionship services. 

2550 University Ave. W., Ste. 260-S 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

612) 721-1400 

www.friendsco.org 


Senior Community Services 

Providing non-medical services that meet 
he changing needs of older adults & 
support their caregivers. 

0201 Wayzata Blvd., Ste. 335 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 

952) 541-1019 
www.seniorcommunity.org/lav 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lutheran Social Service of MN 
Serving all Minnesotans with person- 
centered services that promote full and 
abundant lives. 

Issmn.org | 612-642-5990 | 800-582-5260 
Adoption & Foster Care | 
welcome@chlss.org 

Behavioral Health | 612-879-5320 

Host Homes | hosthomesGlssmn.org 
Supported Decision-Making | 
888-806-6844 

Therapeutic Foster Care | 612-751-9395 


TRAVEL DESTINATIONS 
Discover St. Louis Park 

Minnesota's Sweet Spot! Visit us for 
exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

1660 Hwy 100 S., Ste. 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 426-4047 
www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Discover Stillwater 

Get away to Stillwater for delicious dining, 
fun shops, and unique nightlife in this 
charming rivertown! 
infoGDiscoverstillwater.com 
www.DiscoversStillwater.com 


Visit Greater St. Cloud 

Give yourself a break. Visit Greater St. 
Cloud. 

1411 W. St. Germain St., Ste. 104 

St. Cloud, MN 56301 

(320) 251-4170 

infoGvisitstcloud.com 
www.visitstcloud.com 


YOUTH 
The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 


THE NETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


HOME SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


Locally Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


НАСЕЛ: 2257 


Estimates 7am-4:30pm • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. $, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


EMPLOYMENT 


Account Executive. Lavender Media is seeking 
to add a Twin Cities based full time Account Ex- 
ecutive to our sales team. We are looking for an 
outgoing, organized, self-driven & motivated pro- 
fessional with excellent phone, writing and pre- 
sentation skills. Candidates should enjoy working 
directly with clients who are interested in growing 
their business through Lavender advertising and 
event sponsorships. Candidates must be local. In- 
cludes base pay + commission and an employee 
benefits package that includes group health, 
dental, life insurance and LTD. Applicants should 
have experience with Mac software environment, 
Excel, Word, social media platforms & database 
software such as Filemaker Pro. They should ex- 
hibit an elevated level of organization, attention to 
detail, the ability to work as part of a team, effec- 
ive communication, self direction, enjoys working 
with new people and has a natural drive to grow. 
Please send your cover letter and resume to ste- 
phen.rocheford@lavendermagazine.com 
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in another, a trans woman remembers endur- 
ing a sham boyhood, finally finding authentic- 
ity and acceptance in the unlikeliest of places; 
and in a third video, a lesbian couple tell of the 
time that they, along with their son, were the 
guests of honor of President Barack Obama’s 
2013 Pride Celebration after the scribing of a 
letter of thanks to the POTUS for his work on 
marriage equality. 

This trio of true tales compose a fraction 
of the testimonies available for viewing on the 
Breaking Barriers website. Each narrative 
features a unique voice, every recollection 
alternately harrowing and inspiring, heart- 
breaking and heartwarming. Each biography 
showcases a formerly-silent, formerly-invisible 
person who overpowers fear and hate via the 
simple-yet-profound act of telling his or her or 
their truth. 

Collecting these reminisces can be as chal- 
lenging for the interviewer as it (sometimes) 
is for the interviewees. “The stories we hear 
from our interviewees are almost always inspir- 
ing, but many of them bring tears to my eyes 
at times,” Peterson admits. “I feel as if we are 
making a difference in the lives of those we in- 
terview by affirming how important their sto- 
ries are and I know we are creating a valuable 
archive for present and future historians.” 

That archive requires a supportive environ- 


ment. “The Red River Rainbow Seniors has 
been behind this project, in every way possible, 
from the start,” Peterson reveals. “Our Oral 
History Committee and our interviewers have 
been a hard-working and fun group throughout 
this project.” 

Like the most benevolent members of any 
generation, the Red River Rainbow Seniors 
work to alleviate the hypothetical aches of fu- 
ture generations. “Virtually all the interview- 


ees reflect on how they have been resilient and 
really triumphed in the face of hatred, bigotry, 
and indifference,” Peterson catalogs. “Like- 
wise, almost everyone shares the hope that 
future generations will never need to worry 
about losing jobs, friends, and loved ones once 
people know who they really are.” 

These stories might seem prohibitively dis- 
tant to the slickers living within the Twin Cities 
of today...but stories, wherever their footing, 
have a long reach. “Our focus is primarily on 
older people who grew up in or have lived most 
of their lives in North Dakota or northwestern 
Minnesota,” Peterson observes. “There are 
many LGBTQ refugees from those areas who 
live in the Twin Cities. We’d love to get their 
stories.” 

Physical barriers are often plainly obvious, 
and, just-as-often, physical barriers can only be 
defeated with physical force. Some barriers, 
however, like those broken by the Red River 
Rainbow Seniors, require a more subtle force. 
“The power and magic of another’s voice, shar- 
ing their fears, loves, and triumphs, brings 
their world in a very concrete way to those lis- 
teners,” insists Peterson. “These stories touch 
people's hearts." ll 


The Red River Rainbow Seniors 
www.rainbowseniorsoralhistory.org 


Twin Cities Pride Festival 


Loring Park, Minneapolis - 06.24.23 


PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 


TO SEE MORE PHOTOS, PLEASE LOG ON TO LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 
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Sunday, August 6 
Doors and Brunch: 11am | Show: 1pm-3pm 


123 2nd St М • Stillwater 


Join For Forever Rescue & Join Lavender and our host 
Reque Se partners, Ma'am and Quorum 


Bring your entire crew, 
|) % play with adoptable puppies, 
sip on drinks from our full bar, 


P > | and have fun watching 
$ ( an epic drag show! 
Tickets: $25/person 
0 4 Reserved front row table: $150/4 person table 
e Includes brunch buffet by Bella Vida Catering A + 3 5:30 8:00 PM 
A = 
-2 Tickets w/o brunch: $10 Ugus e e 
Bottomless Mimosas: $20! Full bar available 
for purchase with $1 DONATED with every ЖА 
ww ; 
k drink purchase! ARB 


Event is 18+ - Venue is handicapped accessible 
( with ramp parking directly across the street. 


Questions? Email Info@One23Events.com 5 WATER STREET 


«x9 INN e 


Papa's Rooftop at 


e 

ORI Г 3 HOPE H( E Water Street Inn 
MONDAY) В = 101 Water Street S ° Stillwater 
AUG7 ° 7PM of the River i 


HOPE HOUSE CR 
DINNER & DANCING 
LIVE MUSIC BY "YOLO" 


DRAWINGS & CASH BAR 


A SCENIC EVENING RIVER 
CRUISE ON THE ST. CROIX 
RIVER BOATS 


TICKETS - $45 


(INCLUDES DINNER, UVE MUSIC, AND RIVER С 


f тк — hopehousescv.org 
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Lakeville Plymouth Roseville Woodbury Coon Rapids 
952.435.3399 763.551.3544 651.655.7042 651.730.0321 763.219.1356 


schneidermans.com 


